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two faces, which Seeley regards as the critical
issue of Ihe ^eighteenth century, had* been hotly
disputed on American soil at vast cost to the
British in blood and treasure. Towards the
middle of the century it looked as though the
issue would go in favour of the French;
strategically the British were defeated and would
have been defeated de facto had not Pitt, one
of the few Englishmen who understood what
was at issue, determined on a mighty effort to
retrieve the situation, and found in Wolfe the
man to strike the blow. The French held the
Valley of the Mississippi, and a chain of posts
extending all the way from New Orleans to the
Great Lakes and thence into Canada, formed
a kind of net which, aided by powerful Indian
tribes, they were gradually drawing eastward,
with the strategic object of driving the Anglo-
Saxon into the Atlantic, By a master stroke at
Quebec Wolfe ruined the whole project which,
until then, seemed destined to success. His
victory turned the northern flank of the French
position on the continent, after which the whole
line was either rolled up or went to pieces.^ It
was Wolfe who cleared the ground for Washing-
ton. The defeat of the " British " commemorated
at Pittsburg was an incident of the operations
which led up to the climax. I think that Wolfe
deserves a statue in every American city. It
should be placed near to Washington's.

As one travels through the vast regions of